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The Grace Gives sermon series starts Oct.15.  
Join us at 10 a.m. Sundays.
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What is God’s
calling for us?

St. Mark recently kicked off 
the Antioch Project, a  

collaborative experience to 
help churches become all that 
God is calling them to be. 

The first event was a 
Prayer Labyrinth, a time of 
guided prayer to aid us in 
discerning what God is calling 
St. Mark to do next.

Everyone in the St. Mark 
family is invited and  
encouraged to participate.  
So don’t miss these events.

OCT. 7: Church-wide 
Workshop — 9 a.m. to noon, 
Fellowship Hall

This covers topics such as:
• Your “God” Story
• A congregation’s life cycle
• Key insights of the 

church’s setting
• Hopes for the future
OCT. 8: Barnabas Team 

Report — 10 a.m., Sanctuary
During worship, we will 

hear recommendations from 
our Barnabas team on what 
they’ve heard God saying 
through the people of St. Mark. 

Please return blue surveys 
to the office before Oct. 8.

To learn more, visit: www.
awfumc.org/antiochproject

Fall, faith and fun
From costume contest 

to candy, there will be 
fun for the whole family 
at St. Mark’s fall festival, 
set for 4 to 6 p.m. Oct. 22. 

There will also be in-
flatables, a puppet show, 
treats and much more. 
Come have fun with us, 
and bring your friends. 
The festival is free and 
open to the public.



Can Pastor 
Matt cook? 
Find out at 
charity cookoff

St. Mark’s Rev. Dr. Matt 
O’Reilly will be spicing up 

the competition with his chili 
recipe at a charity cookoff.

 Local pastors will compete 
for the trophy in the USA  
Wesley Foundation’s 13th 
Cookoff and Silent Auction, 
set for 5:30 p.m. Oct. 26 at 
5835 Old Shell Road.

USA Wesley is a ministry for 
college students. The annual 
fundraiser helps cover the cost 
of programs such as missions, 
campus outreach events,  
weekly dinners, materials for 

Bible studies 
or small 
group  
activities, 
worship 
supplies, 
intramural 
expenses 
and retreats.

Pastors 
and others 

from the Mobile District of the 
United Methodist Church will 
compete. Another St. Mark 
member, Jeanette Skinner, is 
doing bread pudding. Dishes 
will be available for tasting, 
and competitors will accept 
votes in the form of donations.

There also will be a variety 
of products and services up 
for bid in the silent auction. 
Items are being accepted for 
the auction.

For more information,  
contact the USA Wesley  
Foundation at (251) 341-5184 
or usawesley3@gmail.com.

Sponsored by the United 
Methodist Church, USA Wesley 
is open to all students,  
regardless of faith.

Thank you to everyone who 
gave time and supplies last month 
for our hurricane relief drive, 
sponsored by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief.

On Sept. 19, we loaded up the 
truck with 286 hygiene kits, 53 
cleaning buckets, 15 box fans, two 
extension cords, six shovels, one 
rake, two garden sprayers, one  
industrial mop bucket with mop 
head refill, 101 rolls of paper 
towels, 36 packs of cleaning wipes, 
200 rolls of toilet paper, 10 boxes 

of baby diapers, six packs of adult 
diapers, and assorted batteries and 
medical supplies.

Organizers found many  
extra supplies in the cleaning kits. 
Because shipping manifests must 
match exactly what is in the kits, 
the extras had to be removed and 
some could not be used. UMCOR  
is using those supplies to assemble 
new kits. To help with that, you 
can bring in supplies needed to fill 
out kits and “trade” for some of the 
items that could not be used.

Supplies bound for hurricane relief
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Buckets full of cleaning materials and other supplies lined the hallway outside 
the church office as donations rolled in for hurricane relief efforts.

ELC: Selling coupon books, 
seeking flatbed for hayride

The Early Learning Center 
is selling FundRays Savings 
Books with coupons for local 

restaurants, recreational and 
retail venues. A list of all the 
advertisers is posted  
outside the church office. 

Also, the ELC is looking 
for someone with a flatbed 

truck to volunteer for two hours 
on Oct. 27 to have a hayride in 
the parking lot.

‘Tis the season to help our 
children get ready to carol 

The Kid’s Ministry needs 
a team of adults to lead the 
children’s choir for one hour 
weekly in November.

We want to learn 
Christmas songs so we  
can Christmas carol in 
December. Please consider 
filling this need.

For more information, call 
Children’s Minister Joanna 
Gomes at (251) 281-5265.



Gifts cover 28% 
of AC repairs
Thanks to all who 
have contributed 
to defray the cost 
of replacing the air 
conditioner in the 
education building.

Cost: $11,400
Contributions  
to date:  $3,218

We can still use 
your contribution.

Reminders
Charge Conference

Charge Conference is set 
for 6 p.m. Oct. 29. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend. This is 
when church leaders review 
goals and make decisions.  
The Church Council meets at  
6 p.m. Oct. 17 to approve 
Charge Conference reports.

Note: October’s potluck 
was canceled due to a conflict 
with Charge Conference.

Serve with Glazed Grace
The community outreach 

program Glazed Grace needs 
help serving free coffee and 
doughnuts to passersby at 
6:30 a.m. Fridays through the 
end of November. 

Bell Choir returns
The Bell Choir rehearses  

at 6 p.m. Wednesdays in  
Room 204 in the Education 
Building. All are welcome.

Get your flu shot
Walmart and Johnny Cobb 

have teamed up to bring flu 
shot clinics to St. Mark. Our 
next clinic is Nov. 12 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring your 
Medicare or insurance card.

Holiday food drive
Bags for the St. Stephen  

Society’s Thanksgiving food 
drive will be distributed Sunday, 
Oct. 29. They are due Nov. 12.

Try one of these groups 
for fun, fellowship
• St. Mark’s youth meets at  
6 p.m. Wednesdays for food 
and small group discussions. 
• United Methodist Women 
meet the first Thursday of the 
month. Everyone is invited.
• Join us at 9 a.m. Sundays for 
one of our five small group 
Sunday School classes.

Be part of new
church directory

Make sure your family is  
included as we update our church 
directory with new photos and 
information. 

Picture days are set for Sunday, 
Nov. 5, and Monday, Nov. 6.

Each family photographed will 
receive a free 8-by-10 photo and a 
copy of the directory. You will be 
able to buy additional photos.

You can schedule your photo 
session online at https://book-
now-lifetouch.appointment-plus.

com/y6nl04h0/
We apologize for the lengthy 

directory form. We are also  
gathering information for our  
periodic membership evaluation.

Prayer Concerns
MEMBERS 
Mary Phillips 
Dot Kincaid 
Jean Johns 
Helen Blake 
Carolyn Lee 
Helen Lewis 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Devon Dervin (brother of Jan Hill) 
Evelyn Ellzey (friend of  
Jeanette Skinner) 
Martha Powell 
Arvis Neaves (mother of  
Diane Northcutt) 

Prayer Requests
If you have prayer concerns, contact 
one of these Prayer Partners. Your 
request will be added to their daily 
prayer and a card will be sent to the 
person for whom prayer is offered. 

Kelly Clark 
kellyclark1937@gmail.com; 344-1797 
Betty Ewbank 
bettydevis@comcast.net; 634-2694 
Sharon Prescott 
sprescott@zebra.net 
Sheila Nettles 
snettles@usouthal.edu 

PRAYING FOR ...
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Church finance report
This chart shows income and 
expenses for the year to date and 
the most recent month available. 

 Income  Expenses
Aug.  $19,782.59 $21,233.28
YTD $189,248.36 $212,217.85

$11,400

$3,218 Paint, clean on Service Day
Our next service day is Oct. 14.  
We need help painting the  
education building where repairs 
have been done to the wall. We 
also will clean the Fellowship Hall.



Church Office 
Hours: 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through 
Thursday

Sunday Worship: 
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary, 10 a.m.
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Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Matt O’Reilly, Pastor
Dr. Laura Moore, Choir Director
Joanna Gomes, Children’s Minister
Dan McKee, Youth Minister
Susan Carter, Pianist
Deborah Fullwood, Nursery
Lacey Sovik, Office Manager
Bethany Jolly, ELC Director
Pam Murphy, ELC Assistant Director
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Richard Gomes, left, and Joanna Gomes, right, help the children of St. 
Mark dole out lemonade for thirsty churchgoers after worship on Sept. 17.

The children of St. Mark UMC 
pitched in to bring back a sweet 
tradition after church recently. 

Little ones doled out drinks 
and cookies at a lemonade stand 

on Sept. 17 after church. Folks 
gathered on the lawn for fun and 
fellowship. Donations raised at 
the stand benefit global missions 
fighting human trafficking.


