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How can you 
help make this 
season bright?

Spread holiday spirit 
with the Society of St.  
Stephen. The group’s 
next mission is to provide 
Thanksgiving dinner for 
those in need. You can give 
food or money to help. Food 
bags passed out recently will 
be due back at the church on 
Sunday, Nov. 12.

The society will sell 
poinsettias again. Order 
forms will be in the bulletin 
Sunday, Nov. 12. Money 
will be due Dec. 3. Pick 
up plants after Sunday’s 
Christmas Eve service. 

You can also help 
through the St. Stephen 
heart tree, with gifts for 
children and seniors. The 
tree goes up Nov. 26, and 
gifts will be due Dec. 10. 

St. Stephen food  
pantry’s typical hours are 
9 to 11 a.m. the second 
and fourth Monday of each 
month, but will be closed 
Nov. 27 due to the holiday.

Join us Sundays for St. Mark’s new 
contemporary worship service, 
beginning Nov. 5. 
What makes it unique?
“The new service will have new 

music led by a band, and we’ve got 
several talented musicians new to 
St. Mark to help lead,” said  
Rev. Dr. Matt O’Reilly.

It’ll be less formal, with a  

relaxed atmosphere — and coffee.
Expect more than a concert, 

however. There will be some  
conventional worship elements  
such as communion.

Refreshments begin at 11 a.m., 
with worship at 11:15 in the  
Fellowship Hall.

Our traditional service remains 
at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Contemporary
WORSHIP
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St. Mark UMC is our story.  
Now let’s write the next  
chapter together.

The past few weeks have been a 
time of introspection, excitement 
and vision as the church joined 
The Antioch Partnership, in which 
a Barnabas team guides a church 
toward being what God is calling it 
to be. At St. Mark, we’re ready to be 
the talk of the town!

Our team listened to our love 
for and hopes for St. Mark and put 
together a report on strengths and 
opportunities. It also makes  
recommendations for our future.

So what happens next? We  
review the report together and 
then vote whether to proceed.

Town hall meetings
Plan to attend one of these 

town hall meetings to discuss the 
Barnabas report:

• 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5.
• 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Churchwide vote
We will vote on the report, via 

secret ballot, at 11 a.m. Nov. 11. 
All events are in the sanctuary.
If the church votes to move 

forward, the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference will partner with us as 
we implement recommendations.

Antioch Report summary
Below is a summary and  

excerpts from the report. Read the 
full text at stmarkmobile.com.

STRENGTHS: The report lists 
strengths as relational,  the ability 
to make connections; our awareness 
and openness to new things; and 
our location and campus.

OPPORTUNITIES: The report 
lists three areas for growth:

1. Deepening spiritual  
relationships. The story of St. Mark 
UMC is depicted in the sanctuary 
window where The Word is alive 
and in Christ, the living Word. 

By deepening our spiritual 
relationships with God, each other, 
and the community, the people of 
St. Mark will live into the window! 

2. Becoming central to the 
community. “Repeatedly, we heard 
your desire for St. Mark to be a 
central place in the community, a 
place where people can come for 
resources, recreation, and respite.”

3. Sharing resources and  
communication. “St. Mark rises to a 
challenge and does what needs to be 
done; it seems to be a part of your 
DNA to fill a need when you see it.” 

Recommendations
1. Develop a Unifying and 

Compelling Vision.

With the help of an Antioch 
Partnership guide, Pastor Matt 
and church leaders will clarify the 
mission and values of St. Mark by 
which programs, resources, and 
management can be aligned. 

2. Live into the window.
Living into the window  

follows learning what that looks 
like! Pastor Matt will designate a 
team to plan opportunities to share 
in discipleship, mentoring, and  
servant-based leadership  
development. 

Pastor Matt will also preach a 
series of living into the name of  
St. Mark and will offer a churchwide 
small group study. Learn how God 
can use you where you are. 

3. Define “Who’s Your  
Neighbor?”

To be a community center, we 
must understand the context in 
and around St. Mark. A guide will 
help us study our neighborhood, 
align efforts with our mission, and 
more. We’ll determine resources 
for outreach such as youth sports,  
tutoring, affordable day care, and 
other programs.
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Tapping volunteers to illustrate, Barnabas team member Allison Posell talks 
about traits of a vibrant church. Those include vision, relationship experiences 
that bring people to faith, programs, and accountable management.

At St. Mark, 
we’re ready 
to go where 
God guides



Reminders
Reset your clocks

Daylight saving time ends 
the weekend of Nov. 4-5, so 
set your clocks back. But if you 
miss worship at 10 a.m.,  
we’ve got you covered with 
our contemporary service  
starting at 11:15 a.m. Nov. 5. 

Holiday hours
Church office will be closed 

from Nov. 23-27.

Service day
Our second Saturday work 

day is canceled this month 
due to a conflict with our vote 
on the Antioch Project.

Get the shot, not the flu
Walmart and Johnny Cobb 

are bringing another flu shot 
clinic to St. Mark on Nov. 12. 
Bring your Medicare or  
insurance card.

Serve with Glazed Grace
The community outreach 

program Glazed Grace needs 
help serving free coffee and 
doughnuts to passersby at  
6:30 a.m. Fridays in November. 

Bell Choir practice
The Bell Choir rehearses  

at 6 p.m. Wednesdays in  
Room 204 in the Education 
Building. All are welcome.

Discount supply sale
We still have supplies from 

our hurricane relief drive. Some 
items didn’t meet specifications 
and could not be used. Those 
are available at a discount, from 
$2 to $5. Proceeds will help 
complete cleaning and hygiene 
kits. We’re assembling more 
buckets with excess supplies. 
For a list of what we need for 
those buckets, email  
stmarkmobile@gmail.com.

MEMBERS 
Mary Phillips 
Dot Kincaid 
Jean Johns 
Helen Blake 
Carolyn Lee 
Helen Lewis  
Ann Davis

FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS 
Martha Powell 
Arvis Neaves (mother 
of Diane Northcutt)
 

PRAYER REQUESTS
Email prayerrequest@
stmarkmobile.com. 
Your request will be 
added to daily prayers 
and a card will be sent 
to the person for whom 
prayer is offered.

PRAYING FOR ...

Puppet shows, bowling, tic tac toe and more games kept young people dry 
and happy at St. Mark’s annual fall festival on Oct. 22. Afternoon storms didn’t 
drench turnout. The gym was packed with families having fun and kids  
enjoying cotton candy, popcorn, cupcakes and more.

Fall Festival was a hit
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We’re updating our church 
directory with new photos and 
information.

Picture days are Nov. 5-6. Each 
family photographed will get a free 
8-by-10 and a copy of the directory.

You can buy additional photos. 

Get a coupon for $5 off photos  
if you bring toilet paper for  
St. Stephen’s to your photo 
appointment.

Schedule your photo online 
at https://booknow-lifetouch. 
appointment-plus.com/y6nl04h0/

Church directory photos in November



Church Office 
Hours: 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through 
Thursday

Sunday Worship: 
Sunday School, 9 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Contemporary worship in 
Fellowship Hall, 11:15 a.m.
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Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Matt O’Reilly, Pastor
Dr. Laura Moore, Choir Director
Joanna Gomes, Children’s Minister
Dan McKee, Youth Minister
Susan Carter, Pianist
Deborah Fullwood, Nursery
Lacey Sovik, Office Manager
Bethany Jolly, ELC Director
Pam Murphy, ELC Assistant Director

The Children’s  
Christmas Choir will 
meet from 4 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday in  
November, beginning 
Nov. 5, in the Children’s 
Education Hall. 

For kids in preK 
through elementary, 
the choir will  
practice the first 
verses to six  
traditional Christmas 
carols. 

On Dec. 5 and 12, we will 
perform for nursing homes. 
Our final performance will be 
Dec. 17 at the church.

All children and parents 
are welcome to participate. 

For more information, call 
Children’s Minister Joanna 
Gomes at (251) 281-5265.

Let the 
children sing
this Christmas








